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Lemonade 


by madfishonstick 


The gang meets again when Sal, Larry and Travis's band plays at the bar Ashley works at. 
Sal and Ashley find themselves becoming closer than they once were. 


Notes 


AHHHH i am aware there are spelling mistakes in this. 
A short chapter to start as i felt the rest of the story did not fit in here 


REE enjoy 


Chapter 1 


A rock band that was just beginning to come well know was playing in a bar in a fairly big area of 
the city. Ashley Campbell one of the bartenders there that night was watching them play finding it 
hard to take her eyes away things were quite slow that night though it was only nine at night. She 
happened to know of the two member's the singer/bassist Larry Johnson and the guitarist Sal Fisher 
her best friends in high school but they unfortunately drifted from each over as life moved on. Ash 
could not tell who the third member was, the drummer due to the amount of lights flashing around 
them. 

Ash had to go back to serving customers as the bar got busier still listening to the music being 
played in the background, getting glimpses of that distinctive blue hair in the corner of her eye she 
found herself staring at the band playing for longer than she would mean too countless times that 
night. 

Her old friends apperance's had changed over the years Larry still had his long waist length hair 
and Sal still wore that same prostectic mask on his face but now Larry's arms were covered with 
very detailed tattoo's unlike Sal's who's arms were still ghostly pale. This was when Ashley 
managed to get a close enough look at the third member of there band it was Travis Phelps the last 
person she expected to see tonight never mind in a band. She only knew Travis because of his 
constant bullying towards Sal and the group as a whole, she didn't realise it was him due to his how 
shoulder length dirty blonde hair that covered most of his face as he played. 


From the moment the walked into the bar the two band members noticed the bartender and just 
how familar she was they muttered about it between songs to each other about about four songs in 
they agreed that it could only be there high school friend Ashley she was the only person they 
knew who lived in the city after all. 


Once they finished playing and packed there thing away after two long hours of playing Larry 
made his way over to a table of drunk people in there early twenties who were there just to see the 
band, Larry was quite popular among there fanbase which wasn't shocking his voice was a 
wonderful one and he was far from ugly. Larry shouted for his bandmates to join him which Travis 
did meanwhile Sal made his way to the bar to hopefully see his old friend. 

Ash was wiping down the countertop when the all to familar face sat down on one of stools at the 
empty bar sitting a long black bag under it. She turned her attention to him her heart sinking in her 
chest for a moment before smiling and asking him if he would like anything. "A lemonade please" 
He answered from under the mask 

Sal looked at her while she made the drink she was just the same as he remembered her short hair 
was the same how she did her makeup was the same and she was even more beautiful than he 
remembered. A few moments later Ashley handed him the drink taking Sal out of his one sided 
staring contest with her. there was a moment of silence till Sal spoke up "Your Ashley Campbell 
right?" he asked "I sure am, Its nice to see you again Sal" she replied the smile on her face growing 
wider. They updated each other on everything that was going on in there life's "So when did you 
and Travis become friends?" Ash asked "Oh we have been friends since the end of high school 
though I only convinced him and Larry to be friends just before we made the band official, I think 
drums was a good choice for him its like free therapy" Sal said laughing at the end Ash joining him 
"How is the band I see you have been doing pretty good with it so far" Ash stated leaning on the 
counter "Yeah we have been! it was hard at the start but we will make it I'm sure of it" Sal said 
"Optimistic as always Sallyface" Ash giggled they continued to laugh and joke with each other for 
age's not realising now much time had past till the whole room was almost empty apart from the 
table Larry and his fans were sat at Ash had been tending to it during the night where she received 
a hug from Larry. "Oh my shift finishes in a few minutes!" Ash said putting the tray she used to 
take drinks to the table down on the bar " Would you like to come for a drink with me? 


Somewhere else? Wherever you want" Sal suggested as Ash undone the short apron she wore 
"Really? Is that a date?" She asked a laugh coming from her lips "It can be if you want" Sal said 
nodding and smiling at her even if she couldn't see it "Well sure, Let me get my stuff from the back 
first" Ash said running off to the back of the bar. 

Sal walked over the the table of Travis, Larry and the fans "Hey trav" Sal said scaring the boy 
Travis looked up to see Sal behind him "Oh hey Sal coming to sit with us?" He asked Sal shook his 
head "No I'm going out with Ash actually thought I'd say before I go" Sal said pointing at the door 
"Ashley?! Have fun dude, I'll tell Larry when he is back he went out to smoke" Travis said Sal 
thanked him and went back to Ash who was standing waiting for him at the door. 

And off they went. 


Meet Again 


Chapter Summary 


Ashley meets her old college ex while out with Sal as he tries his best to comfort her 


Chapter Notes 


PART 2!! 

This one is much longer 1 feel like it gets boring at times i didn't have any ideas of 
how to move the story forward but idk how to write 

A mix of fluff and some angst here 

enjoy :] 


There was a cool summer breeze in the air as they walked down the almost empty city streets 
trying to find a open place as it was now almost midnight Ash pointed to a open place across the 
road and Sal agreed. They made there way to a empty table after getting there drinks, Ash noticed 
Sal only had a soft drink unlike her "Do you still not drink?" She asked pointing at his glass "Oh no 
I don't addiction runs in the family you see I don't really want that you know?" he shrugged 
"Understandable, I remember you telling me and Larry about your dad when we were close I get 

it" Ash nodded "He's better now! Him and Lisa are married too!" Sal said "Really? So you and 
Larry are like Step-bros?" Ashley asked "Yeah I guess it feels...Normal though I always saw him as 
a brother" Sal sighed "I did too, I mean we grew up together" They continued to laugh and joke 
about the memories they shared like Larry almost falling out of the Treehouse window trying to 
swing from a branch or when Chug almost had a vending machine fall on him from him shaking 
when his snack got stuck then when Travis walked into a door while storming away from there 
group Sal was laughing so much he almost dropped his glass. 


After calming down from there laughing fits Ashley got up to go get another drink while Sal 
waited back at there table he took out his phone and texted a very drunk Larry. Sal looked around 
for Ash realising she hadn't come back yet he assumed there was a wait and went back to his 
phone. 


Ashley still wasn't back after ten minutes he started looking for her from there table as he could see 
from there Sal saw a drunken man the same age as them shouting in her face as Ash was standing 
froze the man had friends with him too Sal shouted her name she looked over and hurried over her 
head down and arms wrapped around her body she sat down not making eye contact with Sal at all. 
He looked at her and sighed "You okay? Who was that?" He asked Ash remained silent "Just a guy 
from college I'd rather we didn't talk about it though" She said "Understandable, How is college?" 
Sal asked trying to change the subject not wanting to make Ashley uncomfortable "I left... couldn't 
do it. Just had to leave" She said looking at Sal again "Really? I'd didn't expect you to do that" He 
said quite shocked "Me neither but it happened" Ash laughed "You still you art though?" Sal asked 
after they finished laughing "Yeah of course I do!" Ashley laughed again her laugh was contagious 


even if the thing she was laughing at wasn't exactly funny, they sat in almost silence apart from 
spaced laughs every time they looked at each other Sal couldn't stop looking at her as she rocked 
back and forth breathless, how happy she was happier than he had seen her in years it made him 
happy like there emotions were synced. 


Ashley got up from the table after getting her breath back telling Sal she was going to get a drink 
which Sal followed because well he needed one too and making sure that guy from Ashley's 
college wasn't there to pester her again he didn't tell that to her not wanting to ruin her great mood 
as it seemed that she said forgotten about him. 


They got there drinks and were standing on the bar floor, Ash kept grabbing Sal's arm trying to get 
him to dance with her Sal kept refusing being stubborn to joke with his friend the more he refused 
the bigger the smile on her face became as did the one on his face although no one could see Ash 
knew it. Sal gave in and let Ashley drag him about the floor in a drunken dance Sal couldn't 
remember the last time he had this much fun with someone and been happy or if he had ever had 
this type of feeling before in his life. 


There fun was cut short when Ashley felt someone behind her Sal grabbed her arm pulling her next 
to him after seeing it was the guy who had been bothering her that night Ashley was startled 
looking at Sal then the man in front of them "Come on" Sal whispered to her Ash nodded but when 
the went to walk Ashley felt her other arm be grabbed it by the guy who then asked who she was 
with Ash got her arm out of his grip not saying a word to him as he started at them both. 


He began yelling profanity's at Ash causing a scene around him most of the people there that night 
looking at the drunk man shouting telling a stunned Ashley he kept telling her how she was terrible 
to him how she was pathetic he then went on to loudly blame himself for whatever had gone on 
between them in the past before changing her focus to Sal telling him that he was making a mistake 
and how Ashley would be a bad choice even though they weren't dating, Sal didn't think so 
anyway. Ash's reaction to this was to push him only angering him more his words becoming for 
personal repeating what he just said re-telling Ash how she was never wanted or that people only 
love her for a short while and leave. Through the entire thing Ash stood there even with Sal's 
pulling and telling her to leave till something in her switched. The next thing she knew she was 
slapping him. The bartender came out from behind the counter and taking the shouting man 
outside, he assured Ashley he wouldn't be back in that night 


"What was that about?" Sal asked placing his hand on her wrist slowly "An ex from a year or so 
ago" Ashley said her words short clearly not wanting to speak "Are you okay? You know its not 
true Ash what he said" Sal said trying to comfort her but being unsure of what to say "I just want to 
go home Sal" Ash said sighing "Ok lets go then" 


They both left Ash slowly feeling better walking in the cool air "Do you want me to walk you?" 
Sal asked "Yes if you don't mind it's fifteen minutes away" she answered "That's no problem" Sal 
followed Ashley the way as the talking about what happened "Why did he say that to you?" Sal 
asked five minutes into the walk "It was a messy break up...He was moving to fast so I broke up 
with him he took it badly to say the least" Ash laughed Sal laughing with her "Sounds like you 
adopted a child" He said making Ashley laugh they continued to joke about Ashley's ex making 
her feel a lot better something Sal had always been good at, something she loved about him. 


They reached Ashley's street "Um Sal where are you staying where are Larry and Travis" She 
asked "I don't know I'll text Travis and get a taxi or something" Sal shrugged "Just stay with me Sal 


it's really late" That was true it was about half two in the morning by the time they reached 
Ashley's street "Are you sure Ash?" He asked "Yes I'm sure come on" Ash said waving for him to 
follow her and he did. 


Sal looked around Ashley's fifth floor apartment it was very clear she had decorated it there was a 
unfinished painting laying on the couch Sal didn't look at it knowing she didn't like her paintings 
looked at till they were done, Sal took a closer look at the paintings on the wall seeing there were 
one's with him, Larry and Todd another one of Larry's treehouse next to it and under it was one of 
wenidgo lake, the lake Ash loved to go to. Sal loved her creativity everything she made was 
beautiful but nothing compared to her as a person that's what Sal thought about her ever since they 
met and he would keep that thought about her no matter now much time passed without seeing 
her. 


Ashley walked into the room from her bedroom holding spare clothes spotting Sal staring at her 
paintings it made her smile sometimes it felt like no one really did like her art till she would catch 
him staring at it when they were hanging out her place or in art class when they were teens it was 
nice to see he like enjoyed it. Sal eventually came out of his daydream after seeing Ash at the other 
end of the room he walked over to her taking the clothes and complimenting her artwork making 
Ashley's face turn a shade of red. 


"T'll sleep on the couch" Sal said after getting changed in to the clothes "No it's ok" Ash quickly 
said "Then where else have I to sleep?" He asked "Uh we could share my bed if you like?" Ash 
suggested "Only if your comfortable with it" She added before Sal could speak "What about my 
face though?" Sal asked "What about it?" His question making Ash confused "Well are you okay 
with it?" Sal awkwardly asked "Am I okay with it? Of course I am I don't care what you look like 
that isn't going to change how much I like you" Ashley said moving closer to him to put her hands 
on his upper arms "As long as you comfortable Sal" She said almost whispering he only nodded as 
they walked into Ashley's room. 


They both got comfortable in bed after Ash reassured Sal it was okay he took his mask off and sat 
it on the cabinet Ash went to touch his face slowly making sure he was okay with it before she 
placed her hand on his left cheek feeling the scars she hadn't felt in so long finally being able to see 
his expressions and emotions she could see that he was happy here. 


Ash removed her hand to ask Sal a question "Are you leaving the city tomorrow?" "Yeah we are 
why?" Sal asked "Well I want to see you again... want to be friends like how we used to be" 
Ashley said looking into his eyes one glass one normal "I do too Ash I think we already are" He 
smiled making Ash smile back "You should come with me tomorrow come hang out with us all" 
Sal suggested "Really I'd love too" she said her face lighting up. They sat in silence while Sal 
texted Travis seeing he had about a million missed calls from him asking where he was. 


"Sal?" Ash said making him look up from his phone "What are we?" She asked Sal put his phone 
down "What do you mean?" "Like what are we? Friends? Because" Ash was cut off not being able 
to find her words "I'd like to be with you after tonight I've never felt happier I don't want to lose 
you again" She said, Sal was taken a back Ash had just said everything he left he couldn't 
everything he thought "I'm sorry if you think this is weird or to fast" Ash added when Sal didn't say 
anything "No It's not weird I do like you Ashley I love you" He turned to look at the clock on the 
cabinet behind him saying it was half three in the morning "I think it's better we talk about this in 


the what do you think?" He said Ash nodded and smiled before laying back down on her bed Sal 
looked at her and smiled before turning the light off and dossing off next to her. 


More Than Friends 


Chapter Summary 


The whole gang is re-untied spending the whole day together and Ashley and Sal 
realise they are more than friends 


Chapter Notes 


PART 3!! 

Sorry for the slow updates I had to re-write this be i forgot to save the first time Imao 1 
think this chapter is longer than the rest Imao 

I think there will be one more chapter to this before i start working on something else. 
There will be mistakes in this 1 am sorry about that 

Enjoy :] 


Ashley woke up to see Sal's sleeping face in front of her making her smile he had to be one of the 
most beautiful people she had seen every single scar on his face was beautiful no matter how many 
times Sal would deny this Ash would find her it hard to take her eyes away not because she found 
his face unsettling like most people do which made Sal unsure of his face or feel disgusted by his 
own body that made Ash sad angry even as all she wanted was for him to be happy. 


Again Ashley had found her self staring at him sleep like some kind of creep she got up without 
waking him and left to the kitchen of her apartment looking through her phone seeing pictures from 
last night she didn't even remember taking she had forgotten about most of the events that 
happened apart from being with Sal and seeing Larry again it didn't matter to her anyway. Ashley 
made her way back to her room finding Sal awake she jumped or her bed in a attempt to scare him 
even if he already knew she was there, it was just like the sleepovers they would have in the 
basement where Larry used to live Ash missed those times she missed her friends more. 


Ashley's attempt of scaring Sal had turned into a pillow fight between them, hitting each other 
across the face with pillows using blankets are shields although they never worked, jumping on top 
of each other as a attack, by the time they gave up Ashley's room was a mess but they were to busy 
laughing to care. 


After having a long argument over who won there pillow fight they eventually got ready for the 
day ahead of them. 


"So are you guys playing anywhere else?" Ashley asked as they sat in the living room of her 
apartment that morning "Yeah just small shows in bars and hall's etc whenever we can" Sal 
answered, Ash nodded "You guys seem to have quite the fanbase" She expressed "I guess we do. 
They mainly like Larry of course but our shows keep getting fuller and fuller it's kind of scary" Sal 


laughed nervously Ash giggling with him. They continued to spend most of the morning talking in 
Ashley's apartment. 


"How is Gizmo?!" Ash asked turning to Sal from the painting on the wall which featured there 
whole group "Oh Gizmo? He's fine lazier than ever doesn't move from the couch in the basement 
at all" Sal laughed "Wait I have a picture of him" He added picking up his phone just as Travis 
phoned. 


"Travis asked me to meet him and Larry in half an hour. Want to come?" Sal asked putting the 
phone down five minutes later "Uh Sure! What will we be doing?" Ash asked "I don't really know 
we are doing back to nockfell later after spending some time in the city. Thought you would want 
to join" Sal explained Ash agreed going to get something from her room while Sal phoned Larry to 
tell him about Ashley coming along which Larry sounded excited about. 


Ash returned from her room holding her jacket after throwing some rushed eyeliner on smiling Sal 
smiled back from behind his mask making there way out into the city to meet Travis and Larry. 


Arriving at the motel they spotted Larry standing outside a cigarette in hand his usual stoner vibe 
had not changed one bit. 


“Ash! Sal!” Larry shouted putting the cigarette out and running over to them both wrapping his 
arms tightly around Ashley leaving Sal standing there “Oh my god Ash. Your here!” Larry said 
removing his arms from around her “We spoke last night Larry” Ash said laughing at the shocked 
man “We did?” Larry said looking at Sal as if he was asking him that question Sal nodded in return 
“Oh anyway it’s great to have you back!” Larry smiled his two friends smiling back. 


They all turned there attention back to the motel door when two other guys walked out one with 
long dirty blonde hair and a taller one behind with a long red mohawk who Ashley did not 
recognise as they made there way over “Hey guys, hey Ash” Travis said standing next to Sal 
smiling at them all while Larry spoke to the other guy “Oh Ash I don’t think you and Robert ever 
met!” Larry introduced the two “So your Ash? Nice jacket” He said pointing the the jacket folded 
over her hand which was now covered in pins she had collected over the years some she even made 
herself “Yes that’s me! And thanks” Ash smiled at the punk “Should we get going then?” Travis 
asked “Yeah enough hanging around we will get our stuff from the motel then lets get going” 
Larry agreed reentering the building. 


“So your like a manager?” Ashley asked Robert when Larry explained that he helped start off the 
band with some advertising and some funds to start off the band fully “Nah i1’m not smart enough 
for that I’m just helping my friends out they have the potential to go far you know. Todd is the real 
manager. You do know Todd?” Robert answered her as they walked “Oh of course I know Todd! 
You right they really do have the potential there gonna go far” Ashley smiled. 


There conversation ended there with small talk here and there as there group walked down the 


flooded city streets crammed together watching into shops that caught there eye messing around 
trying on random accessories pretending to model while getting some odd looks from other 
shoppers not that any of them noticed being to busy hurting there throats with laughter. 


The stopped by the cafe the gang would go to on there odd trips into the city as teen’s which would 
only happen around once or twice a year that was when Ashley knew she wanted to live there. The 
cafe was fairly small and was decorated is pastel’s and flowers making the group stand out with 
there darker aesthetics. 


The drive back to nockfell seemed the shortest drive ever Ashley, Sal and Larry were crammed 
together in the back seats of the car smiling and laughing while Travis drove into the town pulling 
up to the house of Todd, Sal and Larry after dropping Robert off back at Addison Apartments Ash 
having a warm feeling inside seeing the old building again. 


“The lone wolf is back!” Neil smiled at Ashley as she followed her friends into the house “Neil!” 
Ash hugged him her and Neil had always gotten on well Ash often helping him out with small 
romance surprises Neil would plan for Todd “I missed you” Ash said withdrawing from the hug 
“Of course I missed you too Ash, I never knew you were coming back!” Neil exclaimed “Neither 
did we Sal was the one who found her in the bar we were playing in last night and ended up staying 
with her the night too” Larry said winking at Sal making Ashley go a shade of red smiling and 
looking at the floor “Is that so Ashley Cambell?” Neil joked “Come on Larry don’t put that idea 
out there” Sal said monotone “Yeah yeah we all saw how to both acted to each other in highschool” 
Larry continued to joke Ashleys face only becoming deeper shades of red as there friends 
continued to joke about her and Sal’s new found relationship that neither of them were even sure 
was a thing. 


Todd walked in to the house coming back from his job unexpecting to see his friends back sitting in 
there living room “Oh Welcome back” Todd said walking into the room standing next to the couch 
“Hey Todd” They all said in almost unison “I thought you guys wouldn’t be back till much later” 
He said sitting down next to his boyfriend “Neither did we but here we are” Travis said from his 
seat to the left of Todd “And Sal just managed to find Ashley again” Neil said elbowing his 
boyfriend “Wait what?” Todd gasped slightly “Yep she was in the bar they played in last night of 
course Sallyo had to speak to her” Neil explained “Hey Todd” Ash smiled walking into the living 
room from the basement where she went to find gizmo who was more than happy to see her 
“Ashley! Unexpected visitor” Todd said “How have you been?” She asked sitting down next to 
Travis. 


They all continued to get caught up with each others lives along with finding out Todd and Neil got 
engaged recently and the story of how Travis was able to escape his father after graduation. All 
seemed to be going well for them. 


Later that evening Sal, Larry and Ashley walked down Nockfells almost deserted streets down to 
the building of there childhoods Addison Apartments. All of them had lived there at some point 
Ash moved out when she was around ten, before Sal moved in where as Larry had lived there the 
longest but they all shared the same memories. 


Instead of going into the building they walked along the the dried out grass around the building to a 
treehouse that belong to Larry. Making there way up the ladder of wooden panels it felt like 
nothing had changed apart from the smell of weed being much stronger now and a few new posters 
and pictures being hung on the wall Ash looked around to see some of Larry’s newer paintings he 
had improved since the last time she ever saw his art he truly was a man of many talents “What 
you looking at?” Larry asked Ash peering over her shoulder “Oh just your paintings there 
extremely good I didn’t know you still did them” She said turning to face him “Oh yeah thanks! 
I’ve been doing just to relax although i love making music it feels like a job sometimes now 
because well it is” He laughed “Art has been come a bit of a outlet in the last years” He explained 
going deep into conversation “Thats really cool dude I knew you always had a eye for art,musical 
or paintings” Ash said laughing along They continued to talk about there artistic hobbies together 
Sal standing and nodding barely understanding what his friends were saying but he found it 
intriguing anyway. 


They spend the rest of there time visiting the residents of Addison Apartments they visited Chug, 
Maple and Soda, Ash was shocked to find out that Soda was now seven years old even more 
shocked to find out about her love for heavy metal she took after her two uncle’s. 


They next visited Henry and Lisa who were more than happy to see them for a unexpected visit 
Lisa almost choked them all with hugs and talked about how proud she was of her son and step-son 
making them both go quite while Ashley and Henry laughed. They also tried talking to Megan the 
little ghost girl on the 5th floor. Although there ghost hunting days were long behind them they still 
visited Megan when they could making sure she was never lonely. They spoke to Mr.Addison 
briefly asking him about his tea making business which all of them still found disgusting before 
they began to make there way to the house. 


The walk back was peaceful there wasn’t much conversation was they watched the summer sunset 
as they walked through Nockfell taking a slight detour to watch it for longer. 


Ashley and Sal were sat on his bed they could hear Larry’s music throughout the house only thing 
Sal could hear was Ashley's voice like it was the most gorgeous sound he had ever heard he 
couldn’t draw his eye’s away as she spoke to him. 


Ash stopped talking and reached down into her bag taking Sal out of his daydream, she pulled a 
choker she bought in the city and clasped it around her neck asking Sal if he liked it holding her 
head up so he could see it properly “I love it! It suits you!” Sal nodded smiling under his mask 
though Ashley couldn’t see...He didn’t like that fact Sal reached up and unbuckled his mask while 
Ashley watched “Oh you..you don’t mind if 1” Sal was cut off by Ash taking the mask off for him 
making them both blush. 


Sal looked at her choker again all the little jewels on it, that reminded him he suddenly got up from 
the bed and walked to the cabinet at the other end of the room picking something up and sitting 
back down in the spot he was in before “You forgot this when you were here last” He said handing 
her the object “My choker!” Ash exclaimed “You had it! I thought it was gone forever! Thank you 
Sally face!” She said giving him a short hug and putting the choker on after taking her new on off 
“T don’t even remember when I was here last” Ash giggled “It must have been years” She added 


looking out the window into the night. 


Ashley was unsure if she was staying the night with them and she wasn’t exactly up to the idea of 
getting home a eleven o’clock at night. 


Her question when Sal re-entered the room wearing a much baggier gray top and joggers he threw 
clothes at Ash telling her to change into them before he left again. 


They both sat on his bed watching some old horror movie Ash found herself resting on Sal’s 
shoulder it wasn’t until he looked at her and laughed she noticed and sat straight back up making 
him laugh more Ash went a deep shade off red taking her eyes away from him she sat back on the 
bed and sat awkwardly. 


“Have you thought about our conversation last night?” She asked Sal looked at her “Well yeah...I 
have” He said Ash didn’t speak waiting for him too continue “I love you Ashley I mean i always 
did but I love you so much more now I couldn’t love someone else knowing you were out there” 
Sal explained Ashley’s face lit up “So are you saying...We are..” Ash couldn’t find a word “More 
than friends?” Sal asked, she nodded resting her head back on his shoulder “Yeah...More than 
friends” 


Inseparable 


Chapter Summary 


"Well she likes you doesn't she?" 
Sal struggles to find a Christmas present for Ashley but finds something to make there 
lives perfect. 


Chapter Notes 


FINAL CHAPTER 

Its been a while since I updated but here we go. 

I struggled so much with how to end this and writing this ending I'm still not 100% 
sure if I like it as I think it doesn't fit with the rest of the story. But I really can't be 
bothered writing a different ending so you will have to deal with this shitshow. 

I know it isn't Christmas anymore [Its 31st as I'm posting] But its all the same 
Enjoy this mess of words I threw together :] 


Christmas rolled around quickly along with much success for the band and Ashley was spending 
more and more time in nockfell with everyone. 

She was planning to spend Christmas with them. 

With her family 


Sal and Larry were out Christmas shopping to get things for their friends, something they did every 
year together. 

While they were there they got stopped by a group of teens asking for a picture with them giving 
the two friends something to laugh about the rest of the day. 


Sal had been debating on what to get Ashley, everyone else was fairly easy. He had gotten Todd a 
book about his latest interest, New decorated drumsticks and music for Travis, A coffee recipe 
book for Neil. 


But Ash was someone he struggled with. 


Him and Larry stood in the streets checking if they had got what they needed to get for everyone. 
Larry had already gotten Ashley something but Sal still hadn’t found something 


“T still don’t know what to get Ash” Sal muttered 

“Well... You know her best, what does she like?” Larry asked trying to help him Sal paused then 
didn’t answer 

“She likes you doesn’t she?” Larry smiled “Yeah..?” Sal said 

Larry took a moment to think “I have an idea.” 


He dragged Sal up the busy street not telling him where they were going no matter how many 
times Sal asked. 


Larry stopped outside a jewellery store smiling at his best friend 

“What?” Sal asked “What do I get her?” 

Larry Whispered something in his ear even though it was just the two of them. 

“What!?” Sal exclaimed “Dude we have been together for like...6 months! I can’t do that!” He half 
shouted 

“Says who?” Larry crossed his arms “You are crazy!” Sal sputtered 

“And? You two are inseparable! I don’t see the big deal little guy” Larry laughed 


Sal realised he probably wasn’t going to persuade Larry into not doing this. 


“You think she would like this?” Sal asked, pointing a piece of jewellery out Larry leaned over to 
look “Perfect.” 


They walked out of the store Sal acting very nervously 

“What do I do now?” He asked when they got back to the car 

“What do you mean? You know what to do” Larry said “I know but like... How do I do that” Sal 
asked trying to make it more clear to his friend. 


“TJ dunno man” Larry shrugged “What do you mean you don’t know!? You have done this before” 
Sal said looking to Larry’s hand then his face 

“Yeah to a guy Robert” He said smirking, Sal rolled his eyes “What does that even mean? Come 
on, help me here!” Sal said leaning back in the car seat 


“Go to the lake.” Larry suggested “Think about it.” He leaned back and opened his hands in front 
of him as if to imagine something 

“You guys at the lake in the snow. Ash likes snow right?” Sal nodded “Then..” Larry smirked, 
“Sound good?” He asked 

“Sounds great,” Sal replied. 


It was Christmas eve Ashley was going to come down tomorrow as she had to see her family first 
not by choice. 


That gave Sal plenty of time to plan just how this would go down. 
Or it seemed so 


It was mid day when Ashley arrived while she was talking to everyone else and giving them their 
presents. Sal sat there silent, his heart racing; he couldn't think about anything else but her. 


He jumped when she turned to him to give him his present and a kiss on the cheek 

Sal opened it up to find guitar pick with something in graved on it 

On the front it said “Love you always” then when he flipped it over it had a paw print on it “That's 
supposed to be Gizmos paw” Ash laughed making Sal laugh with her as he thanked her. 

“Oh I also brought Gizmo some treats” She said pulling a wrapped bag of treats out from her bag 
“You wrapped it too?” Sal laughed “Of course I did, it's still a present” Ash said calling Gizmo 
over and sat him next to her “He actually comes out of the basement?” She joked sitting the treats 
in front of him still wrapped 


Both of them watched as Gizmo unwrapped it himself using his teeth and paws “Well done 
Gizmo!” Sal said as Ash took the treats away before he worked out how to open them too 

“Ts he allowed one?” She asked “I mean you have to give him one now or he will not leave you 
alone” Sal said as the cat walked over Ash to sit on his lap 


Ash gave him a treat and watched as he ran away long the hall back to the basement. 


“T actually have a surprise for you” Sal said when Ashley finished opening the tube of paints he 
had got her just to make sure she didn’t think he had forgotten or something. 


Sal opened the door and let Ash go out first before he went behind her he turned to see Larry give 
him a thumbs up and a smile. 


They walked to the lake in the snow hand in hand talking about whatever they were thinking about. 


It took them almost half an hour but they reached the lake and stood at their normal spot under the 
tree though the tree hadn’t protected the grass from the snow. 


“The lake is beautiful in the winter” Ashley said, dragging Sal to the end of the hill “A bit like 
you” He added “A bit?!”” Ash laughed but clearly blushing 

The next think Sal knew was he was being bombarded with snowballs Ash beginning a snowball 
fight between them 


It ended when Sal admitted defeat after Ashley jumped on to his back making them both fall right 
into the snow 

He knew she would get up and continue if he didn’t 

And he still hadn’t given her the surprise yet. 


After they finished laughing and got up from the ground Sal had to think 
How was he going to surprise her 


He didn’t realise he had zoned out while trying to think till Ash shook him slighting asking if he 
was alright. 

“T have an idea turn around” He said, spinning her around to face the tree then pressing her against 
it Ash laughing as he did. 


Sal pulled the box out from his jacket pocket and stared at it for longer than he thought he was till 
Ash asked him if he was still there 

Sal sighed and leaned down in the snow Ash , hearing him move around turned around before he 
told her too. 


Before Sal could even say anything Ashley jumped and half yelled in excitement Sal was sat there 
smiling nervously under the mask 

“Are you serious? Are you asking what I think you are?” She said a smile plastered all over her 
face watching Sal get up from the snow “Of course I’m serious!” Sal said just as shocked as 
Ashley 


Ash wrapped her arms around him tightly almost making him fall into the snow again “Be 
careful!” He laughed as she let go 

“Here” Sal said “You never took the ring dumbass” He smirked, handing her the box for the 
second time and watching as she put the ring on “It’s beautiful” Ash smiled and kissed her 
boyfriend well his mask. 


Sal hugged her from behind as they stood in silence looking at the lake which had been frozen over 
Neither of them knew just how long they had been standing there for time seemed to stand still. 
Everything seemed so perfect. 


“Do you wanna go back?” Sal asked breaking the silence “Yeah...I’m getting kinda cold” Ashley 


laughed as he took his arms away from around her waist and held her hand instead 


As they walked everything was the same as it was when they walked there the streets were still 
silent and the snow was still thick on the ground the only difference being they were engaged now 
A difference either of them wanted to complain about. 


“Your very quiet Ash” Sal said half way through the walk “I'm still a bit surprised that's all” She 
smiled at him “That's the point of a surprise, Ash” Sal said sarcastically as Ashey pulled a face at 
him. 


They reached the house and walked into the living room to find just Todd sitting there Reading 
over the book Sal had got him 


Ashley sat down on the sofa next to the chair Todd was sat on while Sal went to the basement to 
feed his old cat. 


“Where did you guys go?” Todd asked folding the page in his book and turning his attention 
towards her “Just to the lake its really cool in the winter” She answered “I see” Todd nodded when 
Larry came out of his room and came to sit with them 

“Hey guys. Your back Ash! Where did Sal go?” He asked sitting down on the other end of the 
couch “Hey Larry uh Sal went to feed Gizmo” She told him “That old cat” Larry laughed 

“Hey Sal said he had a surprise for you, what was it?” Larry asked, acting as if he had no idea “He 
did?” Todd spoke up looking back at Ash 

Ashley held up her hand that had the ring on it and showed her friends letting them work it out for 
themselves “Really? That's lovely” Todd said smiling 


Sal walked back out and stood next to the couch “Hey Larry” He said making Larry jump not 
noticing that he was there before making everyone laugh 

“Ashley was telling us about what happened at the lake” Todd said to Sal “Yeah...” He smiled at 
Todd then at Ash. 


Todd and Neil disappeared shortly after to go to Todd’s parents for dinner. 


Travis came into the house later to celebrate with them and have dinner which all of them cooked. 
He came round here every year to save him from either being alone or having to spend the holidays 
with his parents and risk being taken back into the cult which had gone quiet in recent years. 


Sal and Ashley were always together that day when ever Larry or Travis looked they were together 
Whether it was making dinner together or sitting together they seemed closer than they ever were 
before. 


The celebrations had ended and everyone had parted ways to there own rooms 
Ash was sat on Sal’s bed Gizmo being pampered in her lap when he wanted to join them 
It was just the same as it was six months ago but it felt more right. 


Sal was still astonished with himself 

He didn’t think anyone would love him like this but Ash always seemed to be there to prove him 
wrong 

No matter how much time they were separated for 

But now they were inseparable he would never have to doubt himself again. 
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